
 

 

 
Professional Standards Board 
1581 School Reading Specialist Regulations 
Public Comment re: course change to ESL course 
 
March 25, 2022 
 
Dear PSB members, 
 
As faculty members in the School of Education at the University of Delaware, we are writing to provide 
public comment in response to the proposed change to the regulations for the requirements for 
obtaining a Delaware School Reading Specialist certificate (1581). Overall, we are not in support of the 
proposed change which would replace the course Teaching English as a Second Language (3 credits) with 
the course Teaching Diverse Reading Profiles, Including Teaching English as a Second Language (three 
credits). Below we explain further. 
 
Statistics from the National Center for Education Statistics demonstrate that from 2000 to 2018 the 
population of English learners in Delaware increased from 2,081 students to 13,164 students, an increase 
from 1.8% to just under 10%. Clearly, English learners comprise a significant portion of the students 
potentially served by Delaware reading specialists. Given the significant and growing population of English 
learners in Delaware schools, we strongly encourage the Professional Standards Board to reconsider the 
decision to replace the course in the Reading Specialist regulations related to Teaching English as a 
Second Language which could negatively impact many Delaware students. Several members of the UD 
faculty are experts in both reading and issues related to teaching English learners. We would welcome 
the opportunity to engage with the PSB in further discussion around the issue. 
 
Although English learners are typically grouped together in one subgroup for analysis and reporting, they 
are an incredibly diverse group of students. Acquiring the necessary content knowledge and instructional 
skills to meet the varied needs of English learners requires extensive time and dedication. Reading 
Specialists must learn about issues related to teaching and learning for English learners, such as new 
language acquisition and proficiency, cross-language transfer, and effective instructional practices and 
adaptations for students. As such, under the proposed changed to the regulations treating English 
learners as a single profile of many profiles within one new course is inadequate and severely limits the 
consideration given to English learners’ needs within the Reading Specialist coursework. We strongly 
support the prior regulation which required a full graduate course to adequately address the needs of 
English learners. 
 



 

 

The School of Education literacy faculty has developed one of the School’s nationally-ranked (#28 in the 
country) asynchronous online graduate programs for Reading Specialist certification to meet the needs of 
teachers across Delaware in a convenient and cost-effective manner. In the program, multiple courses 
already provide explicit coursework on providing direct and explicit instruction to students with diverse 
reading profiles. For example, in the two courses on diagnostic reading assessment and instruction alone 
six different case studies provide experience with assessment and intervention for students with varied 
reading profiles across elementary, middle, and high school. Changing the regulations to require the 
proposed course on diverse reading profiles would be redundant with the other required coursework in 
the regulations.   
 
Finally, across Delaware the responsibilities of Reading Specialists often range beyond direct instruction 
to students having difficulty. As literacy leaders within their schools and districts, Reading Specialists often 
offer instructional coaching to classroom teachers and provide extensive consultation to school 
administrators about the design and implementation of literacy instruction across grades. Given this 
important role in Delaware schools, it is imperative that both teachers and administrators have access to 
high-quality information about literacy development, assessment, and instruction for English learners 
who comprise a significant population of students across the state. The English as a Second Language 
course is necessary in ensuring adequate preparation for Reading Specialists as they fill this role in 
schools.    
 
Sincerely, 
 
Steve Amendum, Ph.D., Professor 
Christina Budde, Ph.D., Assistant Professor  
David Coker, Ed.D., Professor 
Stephanie Del Tufo, Ph.D., Assistant Professor  
Rachel Karchmer-Klein, Ph.D., Associate Professor  
William Lewis, Ph.D., Associate Professor 
Charles MacArthur, Ph.D., Professor  
Kristina Najera, Ph.D., Assistant Professor  
Adrian Pasquarella, Ph.D., Associate Professor 
Sharon Walpole, Ph.D., Professor 
Joshua Wilson, Ph.D., Associate Professor 
 


